Performance on motor tasks as an indication of increased behavioral asymmetry with advancing age.
Age-related asymmetrical functional decline was tested on a sample of 64 right-handed volunteers between 60 and 64 years of age who were free from neurological illnesses and physical handicaps. Increase in functional asymmetry was explored by examining performance indexes for each hand and superiority of the dominant hand on motor tasks of different complexities: the Finger Tapping Test, the Grooved Pegboard Test, and the Pin Test. Our study revealed an increase in superiority of the right hand with age on a highly demanding task (Pin Test). This finding is discussed in light of the hypothesis of a decline in callosal functioning with age and the alternative hypothesis of a greater vulnerability of the right hemisphere in the elderly.